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Presentation of the Colors and National Anthem

Invocation
Chaplain, Major General Randall E. Kitchens

 Chief of Chaplains

Welcome by Master of Ceremonies
Lieutenant General Burton M. Field, USAF, Ret.

Opening Remarks
The Honorable Frank Kendall

Secretary of the Air Force

General B. Chance Saltzman
Chief of Space Operations, United States Space Force

General David W. Allvin
Chief of Staff, United States Air Force

Remarks by
Major General Edward W. Thomas, Jr., USAF, Ret.

CEO, Air Force Aid Society

Air Force Aid Society Impact Video

Recognition of Sponsors and Award Winners

Testimonial Video – Air Force Aid Society Recipient

Break

Opportunity Drawing

Closing Remarks by Lieutenant General Burton M. Field, USAF, Ret.

Music by the United States Air Force Band Singing Sergeants
and The United States Air Force Band Max Impact

Evening Program





THE HONORABLE  FRANK KENDALL

Secretary of the Air Force



GENERAL B . CHANCE SALTZMAN

Chief of Space Operations, United States Space Force



GENERAL DAVID W. ALLVIN

Chief of Staff, United States Air Force



 “It was a relief to know why Damien was 
struggling, but at the same time, we no 
longer had the hope that it was 
something less severe,” says Jordan 
about receiving the formal diagnosis.

When TSgt Nick DiiBon and his wife, 
Jordan, of San Angelo, Texas began 
fostering their son Damien in 2016, it was 
clear that he was struggling 
developmentally. A visit to a neurologist 
in 2017 at age six confirmed a diagnosis 
of Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy (DMD), 
a neuromuscular disease that causes 
progressive muscle degeneration.  

“These van modifications were a necessity, not a luxury, but they had a 
luxury price tag on them,” says Jordan. 

The new chair was a hit, giving Damien a little bit of the independence 
that all tween kids crave, but it weighed 300 lbs. Nick and Jordan 
investigated converting their van to accommodate Damien and his new 
chair and were quoted $17,000. Insurance would not contribute to the 
cost. 

They officially adopted Damien in 2018. By 2022, Damien had outgrown 
his manual wheelchair and was no longer able to stand unassisted. 
TRICARE agreed to cover the cost of a Power Chair so Damien could 
maneuver himself around on his own.

Independence for a 12-Year-Old Warrior
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Two years later, Damien was almost as tall as Jordan. Lifting him in and 
out of the van was physically challenging, and the family could not put off 
the van conversion any longer.  

“It was very nice to know that this help was available, because we were 
really wondering how people manage to do this without assistance,” says 
Jordan. 

Nick heard about AFAS’s Emergency Financial Assistance program 
through coworkers and reached out. Within a few weeks they heard the 
good news—they had been approved for a grant!  

Damien is now 12. His favorite video game is Minecraft, and he loves 
LEGOs and animals. He enjoys taking his Power Chair in the family’s 
adapted van to the library and to the local accessible playground where 
he can play with his three younger brothers.  

Inspired by their own challenges, Jordan founded a nonprofit called 
AccessAbility First Foundation to improve the quality of life for other 
families. 
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Charity Gala Sponsors
LEAD SPONSOR

$155,000
USAA Bank

DIAMOND PLUS PATRONS

$70,000+
The Boeing Company

DIAMOND PATRONS

$45,000 - $69,999

Leidos

Lockheed Martin Corporation

PLATINUM PATRONS

$20,000 - $44,999

 AAFES

Air and Space Forces Association (ASFA)

BAE Systems

GE Aerospace 

General Dynamics
GDIT, Gulfstream, GDMS



Charity Gala Sponsors
PLATINUM PATRONS

$20,000-$44,999

RTX Corporation
Collins Aerospace

Pratt & Whitney, Raytheon

 

GOLD PATRONS

$8,000 - $19,999

AAR  Corporation

Association of Military Banks of America

CACI International, Inc

Elbit America

First Command

Jacobs Aerospace

Northrop Grumman Corporation

Raiwasa Resort in Fiji

The Roosevelt Group

SAIC

Sierra Nevada Corporation

Textron

TriWest Healthcare Alliance



SILVER PATRONS
$5,000 - $7,999

The Aerospace Corporation

Blue Origin
Edmonds Strategic Consulting, LLC

Steven Kramer Studios
Ken and Melissa Mailender

Anonymous donor in support of:

The TJ Lobraico Foundation- Live For TJ

MITRE 
Palantir

Jim and Donna Reagan
SpaceX

BRONZE PATRONS
$3,500 - $4,999

CAES

Brigadier General Brenda Cartier & Dr. Anne Harrington
General John Jumper and Mrs. Ellen Jumper 

Dennis Chan in honor of The TJ Lobraico Foundation-Live For TJ

Photography by Trish Alegre-Smith

Charity Gala Sponsors



PATRONS
$1,000 - $3,499

Breakthru Beverage Group
Business Benefits Group (BBG)

General Howie Chandler and Mrs. Eva-Marie Chandler
Colonel Dean Clemons and Mrs. Lisette Clemons

Columbia Southern University
Lieutenant General Samuel D. Cox

Lieutenant General Tom Jones and Mrs. Debbie Jones
Jeff Lubin Portrait Studio

Lieutenant General David Nahom and Mrs. Kim Nahom
Major General Tim Peppe

Major General John Rauch and Mrs. Diane Rauch
Refocus Portrait Studio

STRATASCORP Technologies
Major General Brett Williams and Mrs. Marianne Williams

CONTRIBUTORS
$250 - $999

General David Allvin and Mrs. Gina Allvin
American Woodworks

Colonel Bill Bailey and Mrs. Tana Bailey 
Colonel Ronald Baldinger and Mrs. Mina Baldinger

Lieutenant General Tony Bauernfeind and Mrs. Bauernfeind
Beat the Bomb, DC

BME Mah Jongg & National Solutions, Inc.
Kenyatte Booker
Bourbon & Bull

General Philip Breedlove and Mrs. Cindy Breedlove
General Thomas Bussiere and Mrs. Barbara Bussiere

General Bruce Carlson

Charity Gala Sponsors



CONTRIBUTORS
$250 - $999

Lieutenant General Kurt Cichowski
General John Corley

Lisa Davis
Patsy Delk

Brigadier General Richard Dickens and Mrs. Chrysta Dickens
Lieutenant General John Dolan and Mrs. Nancy Dolan

Brigadier General and Mrs. Bob Edmonds Family Foundation
Lieutenant General Bob Elder and Mrs. Bess Elder

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Gin
Global Gardens

The Honorable Robert Hale and Mrs. Hale
Major General Garrett Harencak and Mrs. Tanya Harencak

Major General Kenneth Hess and Mrs. Deb Hess
Colonel Ken Holmes and Mrs. Jessica Holmes
General Mike Holmes and Mrs. Sara Holmes

J Tred Woodworking
General C. Robert Kehler 

Lieutenant General Brian Kelly and Mrs. Garrety Kelly
Keepin' Breezy

Major General Randall Kitchens and Mrs. Sherri Kitchens
Dr. Joe Leverett and Mrs. Kim Leverette

Lieutenant General Bruce Litchfield and Mrs. Linda Litchfield
Major General Michael Loh and Mrs. Diane Loh

Colonel Rolf Anders Jörgen Lönngren and Mrs. Milka J. Lönngren, 
 Military Attaché and Assistant Defense Attaché of Sweden

General Lester L. Lyles and Mrs. Mina Lyles
Cheryl Mason

Colonel Mark Mavity and Mrs. Christina Mavity
Lieutenant General Robert Miller and Mrs. Laurie Miller

Lieutenant General Tom Miller and Mrs. Kim Miller
General Mike Minihan and Mrs. Minihan

Major General Andy Mueller and Mrs. Keri Mueller 
General Richard Myers and Mrs. Mary Jo Myers

Napa Wine Valley Train
Colonel Scott Neiper and Lieutenant Colonel Lee Neiper

Colonel John Bellot Nix, Jr.
Lieutenant General Robert Otto and Mrs. Chris Otto
Major General Eric Overturf and Mrs. Karla Overturf



CONTRIBUTORS
$250 - $999

Lieutenant Colonel James Owen and Mrs. Hang Owen
Chief Master Sergeant Stephen Padgett and Mrs. Michelle Padgett

Major General Lee Payne and Mrs. Bernice Payne
Petra Moving Company

Mr. Christopher Putnam and Mrs. Putnam
Pit Boss Grills

Lieutenant General Mark Ramsay and Mrs. Patty Ramsay
Raven Golf Club at Snowshoe Mountain

General John W. Raymond and Mrs. Mollie Raymond
Lieutenant Colonel Ray Reed and Mrs. Nancy Reed

General Gene Renuart and Mrs. Jill Renuart
General Duke Richardson and Mrs. DeDe Richardson

Lieutenant General Darryl Roberson and Mrs. Cheryl Roberson
Lieutenant General Brian Robinson and Mrs. Maureen Robinson

Rusty Wreath Holiday Boutique
S & S Charters

Salty Boards Charcuterie
Lieutenant General Ron Sams and Mrs. Diane Sams

Leslie Santiago-Rodriguez
Major General Wayne Schatz and Mrs. Kim Schatz

Lieutenant General Douglas Schiess and Mrs. Debbie Schiess
General Kevin Schneider and Mrs. Lori Schneider

General Norton Schwartz and Mrs. Suzie Schwartz
Silver Diner

Six Flags America 
Sky Combat Ace

General Jim Slife and Mrs. Gwendolyn Slife 
General David Thompson and Mrs. Mary Thompson

Total Wine
Tours by Dawn
Two Blue Aces

General Jacqueline Van Ovost and Mr. Alan Frosh 
Anonymous donor in support of: 

The Major General and Mrs. Edward L. “Hertz” Vaughan Education Grant
Major General Mark Westergren and Mrs. Haywon Kim

Wines for Humanity
General Tod Wolters and Mrs. Charlene Wolters



Special Thanks

to Spouses’ Clubs and Thrift Shops

Air & Space Forces Spouses’ Club of Washington, D.C. (formerly AFOSC)

Cannon Spouses’ Club, New Mexico

Hickam Officers’ Spouses’ Club, Hawaii

Hulburt Spouses' Club, Florida

Spouses of Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst Organization, New Jersey

Langley Spouses’ Club, Virginia

Maxwell-Gunter Spouses’ Club, Alabama

Mountain Home Officers’ Spouses’ Club, Idaho

Nellis Area Spouses’ Club, Nevada

Offutt Officers' Spouses' Club, Nebraska

Ramstein Officers' Spouses' Club, Germany

Randolf Spouses Club, Texas

Scott Spouses’ Club, Illinois

Tyndall Spouses’ Club, Florida

Vance Officers’ Spouses’ Club, Oklahoma

Warren Spouses Club, Wyoming 

Yokota Spouses’ Club, Japan



A Very Special Thanks to

The 2024 Air and Space Forces

      Charity Gala Committee

Advisors

 

                   

ASFSCDC President

Jessica Holmes

Committee Chairman

Hang Owen

Co-Chairman

Johanna Gagnon

Committee Members

Tana Bailey

Mina Baldinger

Tammy Gallagher

Lesa Hale

Ashley Harris 

Jenny Kunkel

Charisse Parsons 

Diane Rauch

Maria Taylor

Jennifer Saltzman 

Rachel Guetlein

Barbara Bratton

Gina Allvin             

 Gwendolyn Slife



Special Acknowledgments

Air Force Aid Society Staff

Lieutenant General Burton M. Field, USAF, Ret.

The United States Air Force Honor Guard

The United States Space Force Honor Guard

The United States Air Force Singing Sergeants 

The United States Air Force Band Max Impact

Trish Allegre-Smith-Photography by Trish

Washington Nationals

***

Sincere thanks to all of our dedicated volunteers who continue to give of their hearts and time to 
make every Charity Gala a fabulous success for our amazing Airmen, Guardians and their families! 

VIP Reception sponsored by USAA

Batting Cages sponsored by The Roosevelt Group

The Bars are sponsored by First Command

Dessert Table sponsored by Leidos



The Air Force Aid Society (AFAS) is the 

official charity of the United States Air Force 

(USAF) and the United States Space Force 

(USSF).  Incorporated in 1942, AFAS

meets the unique needs of the Airmen and 

Guardians by working to support and 

enhance the USAF and USSF missions.

Air Force Aid Society

YEARS OF
SERVICE

OVER
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Benefiting Airmen, Guardians and their families

through the Air Force Aid Society
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