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MARCH 25, 2023



 
Presentation of the Colors and National Anthem

Invocation
Chaplain, Major General Randall E. Kitchens

 Chief of Chaplains

Welcome by Master of Ceremonies
Major General Garrett Harencak, USAF, Ret.

Opening Remarks
The Honorable Frank Kendall

Secretary of the Air Force

General Charles Q. Brown, Jr.
Chief of Staff, United States Air Force

General B. Chance Saltzman
Chief of Space Operations, United States Space Force

Remarks by
Kaleth O. Wright, CEO, Air Force Aid Society

Air Force Aid Society Impact Video

Recognition of Sponsors and Award Winners

Testimonial Video – Air Force Aid Society Recipient

Break

Raffle Drawing

Closing Remarks by Major General Garrett Harencak, USAF, Ret.

Music by the United States Air Force Band Singing Sergeants
and The United States Air Force Band Max Impact

Evening Program





THE HONORABLE  FRANK KENDALL

Secretary of the Air Force



GENERAL CHARLES Q . BROWN, JR .

Chief of Staff, United States Air Force



GENERAL B . CHANCE SALTZMAN

Chief of Space Operations, United States Space Force



A grant from AFAS helps a special girl 
receive much-needed therapy
Nine years ago, Rebecca Sundhagen and her 
former spouse Lieutenant Colonel Chad 
Grondahl adopted their daughter, Lauralei, 
when she was five weeks old. Lauralei was 
born with a heart defect that would require 
open heart surgery, and she spent the first 
two months of her life in the neonatal 
intensive care unit (NICU). 

Over the next few years, Lauralei would have 
two open heart surgeries, two heart 
catheterizations and two hospitalizations for 
pneumonia. She also has a sensory 
processing disorder, a visual processing 
disorder, a speech delay, numerous fine 
motor and gross motor delays and other 
serious medical conditions.

Both of the children have benefited from various therapies, such as lessons 
at a therapeutic riding stable and play therapy. Unfortunately, these 
programs are not usually covered by insurance.

Rebecca only sees the strength in their children as she watches them 
navigate their challenges. She recalls Lauralei’s second open heart surgery 
when she was three.

Rebecca learned everything she could to help their daughter thrive in spite 
of all her challenges while also raising their adopted son, Christopher, who 
had his own “complex medical needs, a long NICU stay and attachment 
issues,” Rebecca says. 

Within 24 hours after the surgery, Lauralei walked the hospital halls in her 
bathrobe, trailed by her IV pole. She was discharged from the hospital in four 
days, packing her own bags, “dragging her big red wagon full of gear,” 
Rebecca says. “She is a survivor and an inspiration.”

A Nine Year Old Warrior



Fortunately, AFAS was able to offer some relief for this mom who has been a 
tireless advocate for their children for the past nine years. With the therapy 
grant, “AFAS stepped up for my family in a very surprising and meaningful 
way,” Rebecca says gratefully.

Rebecca recently reached out to her Exceptional Family Member Program 
(EFMP) Coordinator on Schriever Space Force Base for financial assistance 
options to help with the expensive therapies. The coordinator put Rebecca in 
touch with the Air Force Aid Society (AFAS), whose mission it is to help 
Airmen, Guardians and their families. 

AFAS provided a no-interest loan, which was later converted to a grant, 
allowing Rebecca to pay for the listening therapy that was recommended by 
Lauralei’s occupational therapist. Rebecca hopes that this will assist with 
their daughter’s array of developmental delays.

Rebecca is always looking for sources to help cover the costs of the 
therapies that her children need. “While I found many ways to reduce our 
budget, getting my kids the therapy they needed was an area I never 
considered cutting,” she says.

To the Society’s generous donors, Rebecca is thankful for the assistance and 
the opportunities they helped to provide because of their support. “It means 
the world to brave warriors like Lauralei!”

“We would never know what potential successes she might experience or 
gains she could make through her hours of listening,” Rebecca says of the 
important new therapy that she would not have been able to afford 
otherwise.



Charity Ball Sponsors
LEAD SPONSOR

$155,000
USAA Bank

DIAMOND PLUS PATRONS
$70,000+

The Boeing Company

Lockheed Martin Corporation

DIAMOND PATRONS
$45,000 - $69,999

Leidos

PLATINUM PATRONS
$20,000 - $44,999

AAFES

BAE Systems

GE Aerospace



Charity Ball Sponsors
PLATINUM PATRONS

$20,000-$44,999
Northrop Grumman Corporation

Raytheon Technologies
Collins Aerospace
Pratt & Whitney

Raytheon Intelligence and Space
Raytheon Missiles and Defense

 
GOLD PATRONS
$8,000 - $19,999
AAR  Corporation

Andrews Federal Credit Union
Association of Military Banks of America

Elbit America
General Dynamics

GDMS
Gulfstream

Jacobs Aerospace
Kramer Portrait Studio

MITRE Corporation
Oracle

Rolls-Royce North America, Inc.
The Roosevelt Group

Sierra Nevada Corporation
Textron



SILVER PATRONS

$5,000 - $7,999

The Aerospace Corporation

Blue Origin

Columbia Southern University

Flatter, Inc.

KBR

Palantir

PenFed Foundation

Jim and Donna Reagan

SpaceX

Dr. and Mrs. James Weaver

BRONZE PATRONS

$3,500 - $4,999

CAES

Lieutenant General Jeffrey Kohler

General Richard Myers and Mrs. Mary Jo Myers

Photography by Trish Alegre-Smith

Charity Ball Sponsors



PATRONS

$1,000 - $3,499

General Roger Brady and Mrs. Litha Brady

Business Benefits Group (BBG)

General Howard Chandler and Mrs. Eva Marie Chandler

The Edmonds Family Foundation

General Frank Gorenc and Mrs. Sharon Gorenc

Brigadier General Thomas Gould and Mrs. Stefania Gould

Lieutenant General Noel Jones and Mrs. Debbie Jones

The Jeff Lubin Portrait Studio

Lieutenant General David Nahom and Mrs. Kim Nahom

Wayne County Chamber of Commerce

Charity Ball Sponsors



CONTRIBUTORS
$250 - $999

General David Allvin and Mrs. Gina Allvin
Lieutenant General Nina Armagno and Mr. Eddie Papczun

Colonel William Bailey and Mrs. Tana Bailey
Colonel Ron Baldinger and Mrs. Mina Baldinger

Lieutenant General Steven Basham and Mrs. Angie Basham
Mr. Michael Beale and Mrs. Karen Beale

General Phillip M. Breedlove and Mrs. Cindy Breedlove
General Arnold W. Bunch and Mrs. Caroline Bunch

General Bruce Carlson
Major General Julian Cheater and Mrs. Camila Cheater

Ms. Kristen L. Christy
Colonel Dean R. Clemons and Mrs. Lisette Clemons

Ms. Brittany Cooke
Brigadier General Richard Dickens and Mrs. Chrysta Dickens

The Honorable Michael Donley and Mrs. Gail Donley
Major General Michael Fantini and Mrs. Anne Fantini

Colonel Carl Farquhar and Ms. Sheila Mulhern
Chief Master Sergeant John Farrell and 

Senior Master Sergeant Kymberly Joseph-Farrell
First Command Financial Services, Inc.

Folsom Skies Aspen
General David Goldfein and Mrs. Dawn Goldfein

The Honorable Robert Hale and Mrs. Hale
General John W. Handy

Major General Garrett Harencak and Mrs. Tanya Harencak
General Jeffrey Harrigian and Mrs. Kathy Harrigian

Lieutenant Colonel Steve Herman and Mrs. Mee Herman
Lieutenant Colonel Christopher Howell and Mrs. Beth Howell

General C. Robert Kehler and Mrs. Marj Kehler



CONTRIBUTORS

$250 - $999
Lieutenant General Brian Kelly and Mrs. Garrety Kelly

General Mark Kelly and Mrs. Tanya Kelly

Major General Randall Kitchens and Mrs. Sherri Kitchens

Dr. Joe Leverett and Mrs. Kim Leverett

Lieutenant General Bruce Litchfield and Mrs. Linda Litchfield

Lieutenant General Michael Loh and Mrs. Dianne Loh

General Lester L. Lyles and Mrs. Mina Lyles

General Gregory S. Martin and Mrs. Wendy Martin

Ms. Cheryl Mason

Colonel Mark Mavity and Mrs. Christina Mavity

Lieutenant General Robert Miller and Mrs. Laurie Miller

Lieutenant General Tom Miller and Mrs. Kim Miller

Mission BBQ

Lieutenant General Michael R. Moeller and Mrs. Moeller

Moody Support Committee

Major General Andrew Mueller and Mrs. Keri Mueller

Colonel Scott Neiper and Lieutenant Colonel Lee Neiper

Colonel John Bellot Nix, Jr.

Lieutenant General Robert Otto and Mrs. Chris Otto

Chief Master Sergeant Stephen Padgett and Mrs. Michelle Padgett

General Joseph W. Ralston and Mrs. Dede Ralston

Lieutenant General Mark Ramsay and Mrs. Patty Ramsay

Major General John Rauch and Mrs. Diane Rauch

General John Raymond and Mrs. Molly Raymond

General Duke Richardson and Mrs. DeDe Richardson



CONTRIBUTORS

$250 - $999
Lieutenant General Darryl Roberson and Mrs. Cheryl Roberson

Ms. Bernadette Ruggerio

Lieutenant General Ricky Rupp and Mrs. Charlotte Rupp

Lieutenant General Ronald Sams and Mrs. Sams

Major General Wayne Schatz and Mrs. Kim Schatz

Colonel Chuck Schneider and Mrs. Liz Schneider

Major General David Schiess and Mrs. Debbie Schiess

General Norton A. Schwartz and Mrs. Susie Schwartz

Lieutenant General John Shaw and Mrs. Tonia Shaw

Six Flags America

Sky Combat Ace

Lieutenant General James Slife and Mrs. Gwendolyn Slife

Colonel Clarence Smith, Jr. and Mrs. Shannon Smith

Temecula Coffee Roasters

General David Thompson and Mrs. Mary Thompson

Ms. Michelle Turner

Ms. Judith Weaver

Major General Mark Westergren and Mrs. Haywon Kim

Lieutenant General Stephen Whiting and Mrs. Tammy Whiting

Major General Brett Williams and Mrs. Marianne Williams

Lieutenant General Bruce Wright and Mrs. Kerri Wright

Kaleth O. Wright, CEO, Air Force Aid Society



Special Thanks
to Spouses’ Clubs and Thrift Shops

Air Force Academy Spouses' Club, Colorado

Air Force Officers' Spouses' Club of Washington, D.C.

Cannon Spouses' Club, New Mexico

Dover Spouses' Club, Delaware

Hanscom Spouses' Club, Massachusetts

Hickam Officers' Spouses' Club, Hawaii

Keesler Spouses' Club, Mississippi

Lackland Spouses Club, Texas

Langley Spouses’ Club, Virginia

Luke Spouses Club, Arizona

Mildenhall Spouses' Association, England

Mountain Home Officers' Spouses' Club, Idaho

Nellis Area Spouses' Club, Nevada

Ramstein Officers' Spouses' Club, Germany

Robins’ Spouses’ Club, Georgia

Scott Spouses' Club, Illinois

Spouses of Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst Organization, New Jersey

Tinker Spouses' Club, Oklahoma

Tyndall Spouses' Club, Florida

Vance Officers Spouses Club, Oklahoma

Yokota Spouses' Club, Japan



Air Force Officers’ Spouses’ Club
Charity Ball Committee

2023
Advisors

                   

AFOSC President
Hang Owens

Committee Chairman
Sydney Hammons

Co-Chairman
Diane Rauch

Mina Baldinger

Heather Christian

Johanna Gagnon

Tammy Gallagher

Heather Garrant

Lesa Hale

Ashley Harris 

Jessica Holmes

Jenny Kunkel

Christina Mavity

Jessica Norsky

Lindsey Rowe

Alissa Sauer

Jennifer Saltzman
Mary Thompson

Sharene Brown                 
   Gina Allvin      



Special Acknowledgments
Air Force Aid Society Staff

Jasmine Pletzer

Trish Allegre-Smith

Major General Garrett Harencak, USAF, Ret.

The United States Air Force Honor Guard

The United States Air Force Band Max Impact

The United States Air Force Singing Sergeants

Washington Nationals

***

Sincere thanks to all of our dedicated volunteers who continue to give of their hearts and time to 
make every Charity Gala a fabulous success for our amazing Airmen, Guardians and their families! 

VIP Reception compliments of USAA

Batting Cages compliments of 

The Roosevelt Group

Centerpieces compliments of 

GE Aerospace

Bars are sponsored by Leidos



meets the unique needs of the Airmen and 

Guardians by working to support and 

enhance the USAF and USSF missions.

The Air Force Aid Society (AFAS) is the 

official charity of the United States Air Force 

(USAF) and the United States Space Force 

(USSF).  Incorporated in 1942, AFAS

Air Force Aid Society



To our dear friend Pamela Adams Felman.
Always quick with a warm hello, a big hug and a smile of pure joy

and kindness that extended to all she knew.
Pamela shared her love, gifts and talents with family and friends.

She was an important part of the Charity Ball Committee and we shall
miss her dearly. We wish you peace.



Benefiting Airmen, Guardians and their families

through the Air Force Aid Society
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